HOW BREAST CANCER SPREADS

The breast consists of blood and lymph vessels, fat cells, and
lobes, lobules, and bulbs that are connected by ducts. Cancer
can occur at any site within the breast. Breast cancer can
spread to other parts of the body through the lymph system.
Since doctors know how the cancer spreads, they try to
identify the “sentinel node," the lymph node where the breast
cancer would spread to first. If cancer cells are found in the
sentinel node, then doctors would know that the cancer could
have spread to other nodes or parts of the body. This helps
doctors know how extensive surgery should be and what
additional treatments might be necessary.

Survival rates have greatly increased with improved screening
and new treatments.
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